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a few compared to the many observations Nonbgri makes. This book would
be a worthwhile text for those entering into the foray of manuscript studies,
text-critical studies, and early Christian texts in particular.
Adventist University of São Paulo

Christopher R. Chadwick

Price, Randall and H. Wayne House. Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology: A Book by Book Guide to Archaeological Discoveries Related to the
Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2017. 416 pp. Hardcover. USD 42.99.
Randall Price, Th.M. in Old Testament and Semitic Languages from Dallas
Theological Seminary and Ph.D. in Middle Eastern Studies from the University of Texas at Austin, is Distinguished Research Professor of Biblical and
Judaic Studies and Executive Director of the Center for Judaic Studies at Liberty University. He is currently a co-director in the Operation Scroll Project
at Qumran. Dr. Price has either authored or co-authored over thirty books.
Within the field of archaeology, he is the author of popular books, including
Secrets of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 1996),
The Stones Cry Out (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 1997), and Rose
Guide to the Temple (Torrance, CA: Rose Publishing, 2012).
H. Wayne House, Th.D. in Exegetical Theology from Concordia
Seminary and J.D. in Law from Regent University School of Law, is Distinguished Research Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies at Faith
Evangelical College and Seminary. Former professor of law at Trinity Law
School, Trinity International University, Dr. House has authored and edited
many books, including Inteligent Design 101: Leading Experts Explain the Key
Issues (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2008), Reasons for Our Hope: An Introduction
to Apologetics (Nashville: B&H Academic, 2011), and the resourceful three
volumes of the Zondervan Charts Library, Charts of Cults, Sects, and Religious
Movements (1992), Charts of Apologetics and Christian Evidences (2006), and
Charts of Christian Theology and Doctrine (2019).
Randall Price and H. Wayne House state that their approach in the
Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology is “to provide a window to the
biblical past through the information available from the field of archaeology”
(16). They claim that the archaeological evidence supports a “historical and
literal interpretation of the biblical events” (15), but the writing of this book
is done in such a way to allow each reader to draw his own conclusion. They
chose to give priority to the most recent archaeological discoveries, while not
neglecting what they believe are the most important historical archaeological
discoveries. They decided to organize the archaeological finds according to
the canonical order of Scripture in order to demonstrate how useful the field
of archaeology is to the field of biblical studies and to make the information
both accessible and practical. Price and House state that their hope is that
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this resource opens the real world of Scripture to its readers and reassures
“our generation of the historicity of the people, places, and events it describes
while enhancing their understanding and enjoyment of the Word of God”
(16).
The authors make excellent use of the sources available. Nearly every
Scripture passage addresses archaeological evidence and/or textual evidence,
and then incorporates excellent, highly regarded, secondary sources. For
example, on the discussion of Gen 6:13–9:17, the authors compare the biblical flood to other flood accounts found in the ancient Near East (55–63).
Several primary sources are used in this comparison: The Sumerian King List,
Eridu Genesis, Simmonds Cuneiform Ark Tablet, Gilgamesh Epic, Atrahasis Epic, and the Berosus. Each source is examined closely with secondary
sources referenced as well.
The authors state that they wrote this book to show how the available
archaeological evidence supports a literal interpretation of Scripture. With
each passage addressed, archaeological evidence is provided, and various
sides of arguments are explained. While the authors believe that the evidence
does support Scripture, they let the readers figure it out for themselves while
providing them with the background information needed to come to their
own conclusions. They use archaeological evidence to provide readers with
a ‘window’ into the world of those who lived during the times of Scripture.
By organizing the Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology based on the
canonical order of the Hebrew Scriptures, the authors allow the information
to be the easily accessible to readers who have no background in the study
of archaeology and establish their book as a practical resource for those who
want more information when studying Scripture.
In the introduction chapter, Price and House explain in detail, yet simply,
the various facets of biblical archaeology. They skillfully explain the controversy behind the term “biblical archaeology,” giving the reasoning for each
argument. However, explaining the different views of major issues is not just
limited to the first chapter. While covering much of the same material that
David Elton Graves presents in his two-volume work on biblical Archaeology
(Biblical Archaeology: An Introduction with Recent Discoveries that Support the
Reliability of the Bible, 2nd ed., 2 vols. [CreateSpace Independent Publishing
Platform, 2014]), and holding the same view that the evidence does support
Scripture, Price and House allow the readers to figure it out for themselves,
while providing them with the background information needed to come to
their own conclusions. Throughout the entire book, the readers engage with
information from the various sides of interpretation and are not forced into
one belief or another. Rather, the readers are given the freedom to choose
their own beliefs and the necessary information to continue further research,
if they so choose. The limitations of archaeology are addressed with the
cautiousness and transparency needed to fully appreciate the significance of
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these archaeological discoveries. Throughout the book, we are given insightful supplemental tables, charts, and sidebars. One table which is specifically
helpful is found on page 110. This table shows seven instances of when the
biblical account of the fall of Jericho and the archaeological evidence from
the site of Jericho are in harmony. The authors use this table, and tables and
charts like it, to explain detailed information in an easily understandable way.
The tables provided in chapter six and chapter fifteen are excellent resources
and are useful as succinct guides to the most significant archaeological discoveries and their biblical significance.
While this books’ strengths far outweigh its weaknesses, there are a few
things that I believe the authors could have improved through the editing
process. First, there are a few spelling and grammar mistakes throughout
the book that, while minor, can cause confusion about the intent of the
surrounding text. There are also a few times where information is unnecessarily repeated, sometimes just in the next paragraph and sometimes a few pages
later. While not a problem in and of itself, the duplicated information took
the space that could have been used to give the readers new information. For
example, some repeated information took the space of what could have been
used for a description of the Siloam Inscription that, while pictured on page
137, remains missing in the surrounding text. Another overlooked topic of
interest and a reason for much discussion among scholars, was the location
of Sodom and Gomorrah. While a subject full of speculation, I would have
liked to have seen even a small section explaining the different views and any
available evidence for those views.
I believe that the Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology is an excellent resource for anyone with even the smallest interest in archaeology or
the Bible. The tables, charts, maps, and bibliography provide a great place
for someone to begin further research. It is also a solid resource for students
in the beginning stages of their studies who wish to get a good overview
and introduction on how archaeological discoveries relate to Scripture. This
publication may even be useful as a textbook in introductory classes on the
Bible and/or archaeology.
Berrien Springs, Michigan

Elizabeth Emswiler

Thiselton, Anthony C. Doubt, Faith & Certainty. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2017. viii + 160 pp. Softcover. USD 20.00.
Anthony Thiselton is an English Anglican priest, theologian, and professor
emeritus of Christian theology at the University of Nottingham, England. He
has taught in seminaries throughout the United States, Canada, The Netherlands, and South Korea as a visiting Professor, and has been a Senior Lecturer
at the University of Sheffield, and Professor of Theology at the University of

